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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To hardly receive the influence of the luminance 
level of background at the time of extracting a specific picture or its 
outer outline from an optional background. 

SOLUTION: A setting means 4 sets the size of an initial outline area 
extracted by the extraction means 3 from the standard picture of a picture 
database 2 on an inspection picture from a picture input part 1. Next an 
updating means 5 deforms and moves the outline area through the use of an 
evaluation function by setting a chrominance component to be a parameter. 
Then when a convergence judging means 54 judges convergence based on the 
evaluation function, a picture output means 6 outputs a picture within the 
outline area. Thereby it is possible to extract the outline and to extract 
(segment) the picture within the outline by automatically reflecting the 
difference of texture structure in a background area adjacent to the 
texture structure of an objective picture area. 
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